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CTP STITCH-TIE HELICAL BAR REINFORCEMENT INSTALLATION GUIDE 
10/20/2011 

 
6mm diameter Stitch-Tie Bar is a stainless steel form of reinforcement used to re-connect 
cracked brick veneers and strengthen brick walls. To install in an existing brick veneer- 
 

1. Starting 2-3 wythes below, or above, the first signs of a crack in the veneer, remove 
the existing mortar by grinding or using mortar chipping tools. 

 
CUT (GRIND) OUT EXISTING MORTAR 

2. The deconstructed joint width should be at lease 3/8” high (minimum) when 
complete and 1-1/2’ – 2” deep. 

 

3. For crack repair, the ground or removed mortar joint should be equally split in length 
on each side of the crack location where the bar is to be used. For example – If the 
full bar length is used, the ground out mortar joint should be 21” long, each side of 
the crack. 

 
CUT JOINT MUST BE LONG ENOUGH TO FIT REINFORCEMENT 
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4. The removed mortar joint must be at least 42” long overall in order to accommodate 
the full bar length (40”) for crack repair or full length coil distance 33 feet or less. 

 
5. The removed mortar joint should be equally split in length on each side of the crack 

location where the bar is to be used. 
 

6. Follow this procedure vertically along the full length of crack in the veneer at 3-4 
course intervals. Exceed the crack length an additional 3-4 courses beyond its 
visible end. 

 
7. Prepare all the “pocket” locations that will except the 6mm bar by removing all dust 

and debris. Apply a suitable bonding agent at the “pocket” locations per the 
manufacturers’ instructions. 

                      
  REMOVE DUST              WET AND APPLY BONDING AGENT AS REQUIRED 

 
8. Ideally, the bar should be packed within a compatible mortar or SureGrout filled joint 

that is layered in place in three lifts. Apply a bead of mortar approximately ½” deep 
at the back of the ground joint along the “pocket” full length. 

 

                    
      THOROUGHLY MIX GROUT OR COMPATIBLE  MORTAR  INJECT BEAD AT BASE FOR FIRST LIFT 
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9. Install the Stitch-Tie bar by firmly pushing the bar into the wet mortar or grout 
 

   
INSTALL STITCH-TIE BAR IN WET GROUT/MORTAR  STITCH-BAR FIRMLY POSITIONED 
 

10. Apply another coat of mortar over the placed bar in the “pocket” approximately ½” 
deep. 

 
11. Finally, apply the last “lift” of mortar that completely seals the joint and tool it to an 

acceptable finish 
 

12. Cracked brick should me sealed with a matching and suitable sealant to prevent 
excessive moisture into the wall. 

 
13. Crack repair complete   

 


